
ACE NOTES 

Wow – what a fantastic winter and spring we have had at Shoreline!   

Recently, four teams participated in “Battle of the Bay” spring shinny 

hockey tournament - youth division, hosted by James Bay Community 

Centre. Congratulations to the Bernstein Bears on their gold medal 

performance, to the Victoria Kruzers for their silver medal, and to all of the 

players who participated in this fun-filled community event! 

“BATTLE OF THE BAY” AT SHORELINE CSA JUNE 2011 
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A very special thank you to “KRUZ”, our Youth 
Program Coordinator, for sharing your boundless energy, positive spirit, 
tremendous talents and all of the time and effort you put in on behalf of 
Shoreline Community School and the neighbourhood youth! 

We would also like to acknowledge the RCMP Foundation, again, for the 

donation that enabled us to purchase new floor hockey equipment.  As you 

can see, it has been put to good use! 

For more information on this tournament, contact Dianne Dennis, Program Manager at Shoreline 

Community School at ddennis@sd61.bc.ca. 

Teams-clockwise 
from top left: 

“Berenstein 
Bears” (blue), 
“Victoria Kruzers 
(red), “Rockets 
(grey), and 
“Canadian 
Eagles” (green) 

ASSOCIATION FOR COMMUNITY EDUCATION IN BRITISH COLUMBIA 



In December 2010, the ACEbc board accepted a contract with the Directorate of Agencies for School 
Health (DASH) to develop tools and resources to support Education Partner Dialogue and Capacity 
Building for the Neighbourhood Learning Centres (NLC). 

All of those resources and tools are now on the ACEbc website and in time will be part of the 
Neighbourhood Learning website.  The documents produced include: 

1. A comprehensive report which defines 5 Models, Elements, and Stages of development 
around the province. 

2. An executive summary of each of the models, elements and stages. 

3. A toolkit in the form of a puzzle or board game that can be used with groups to facilitate 
discussion around these concepts, one which is blank and the other which can be cut into 
game pieces to use in dyads or small groups. 

The documents were developed in consultation with NLC and DASH staff and heavily reviewed.  The 
Board’s intention is that they be useful to our members in communities.  Don Reimer and Janey 
Talbot took the lead with assistance from April Lewis, Carolyn Iles, Elizabeth Shannon, Bill Preston, 
and feedback from the ACEbc Board Committee.   

The Board is open to feedback so please do not hesitate to contact us with your comments or 
suggestions. 

Janey Talbot 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
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ACEbc Community School Coordinators’ Retreat -  

Thursday, October 20th  (evening) and Friday, October 21st, 2011 in Sooke 

Planning is now underway for the upcoming ACEbc Fall Retreat for 
Community School Coordinators in BC.  The retreat will be held in Sooke on 
Vancouver Island and promises to be informative with time to connect and 
have fun together.  The retreat will focus on (tentative) topics such as: 

 Afterschool programming 

 Year 2 of the CommunityLINKS report and academic interventions 

 Aligning programs with school goals 

 The link between 4 corners, Families First, NLCs and 21st Century Learning 

 

If you are interested in attending this retreat, please refer to the 
registration form on page 10 of this newsletter. 

More specific details will become available in early September, however, 
questions can be addressed to Heather Walsh at hwalsh@sd62.bc.ca or 
through ACEbc at acebc2010@gmail.com. 

 



2011 ACEBC APPRECIATION AWARD RECIPIENTS 

ACEBC NEWSLETTER JUNE 2011 - PAGE 3 

Community Residents: 

 Dr. Ellen Anderson (Sooke) 

 De Bass (Abbotsford) 

 Arlene Forster (Nanaimo) 

 Lloyd Harding (Bowen Island) 

 Jennifer Monahan (Chemainus/Crofton) 

 Tammy Ozero (Burnaby) 

 Margaret Widmer (Burnaby) 

 Rhea Zajac (Powell River) 

 

Community School Teachers: 

 Luc Begin (Nanaimo) 

 Sarah Bristow (Bowen Island) 

 Jamie Brown (Abbotsford) 

 Rose Caron (Powell River) 

 Mark Moldowan (Sooke) 

 Joké Slater (Chemainus/Crofton) 

 

Youth Leadership: 

 Alex Cheung (Nanaimo) 

 Leah Kelley (Sooke) 

 Sophie Lalonde (Bowen Island) 

 Ann-Marie Louie (Chemainus/Crofton) 

 Caleb Reardon (Abbotsford) 

Community Education Staff: 

 Kevin Atchison (Sooke) 

 Josh Blane (Abbotsford) 

 April Lewis (Hornby Island) 

 Laura Lopthien (Bowen Island) 

 Linda Porte (Chemainus/Crofton) 

 Danielle Walford (Powell River) 

 Jane Weiss (Surrey) 

 

Agencies, Organizations, or Individuals: 

 Crofton Firefighters (Chemainus/Crofton) 

 Dana Brown (Surrey) 

 Girl Guides 3rd Nanaimo Troop 

 Michael Gordon (Surrey) 

 The Knick, Knack, Nook (Bowen Island) 

 Amanda McIntosh (Surrey) 

 Darren Mumford (Surrey) 

 Christy Ovens (Abbotsford) 

 Sooke Family Resource Society (Sooke) 

 Sandra Stacey (Surrey) 

 Tong Louie Family YMCA (Surrey) 

 

Congratulations to those who were nominated for and received ACEbc Appreciation Awards  

Certificates this year in the following categories: 

Thank you for all of the exceptional work you do to make our communities so wonderful! 



A TRIBUTE TO ELLIOTT GRIEVE - HAPPY RETIREMENT! 
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Elliott Grieve, Associate Superintendent for the Burnaby School District is 
retiring after 35 years with the district. Elliott is known for his strong 
commitment to community schools. Burnaby community schools have had a 
very long run and it is due to his astute political sense and forethought in the 
partnerships forged with the City of Burnaby, the district and community 
from the outset. 

Elliott was named Canada’s professional community educator of the year in 
1995 by the Canadian Association for Community Education.  He has given 
Burnaby parents and new families to Canada a voice in the community.  He 
has mentored, coached, and supported so many people during his tenure. 
 

Elliott loves baseball and over the years he played on a variety of community men’s baseball 
teams and coached his son and daughter. His recent interests include:  golf, gardening, walking 
and cycling.  Retirement plans include working on his golf game and being a part of the ACEbc 
board.  The Burnaby School District will miss you tremendously Elliott! 

Partner organizations from across BC’s education system 
have been working with the Ministry of Education to 
engage, promote and build capacity for Neighbourhood 
Learning Centres (NLCs). In April, partners came together to review and discuss strategies for using 
new tools and resources created to support NLC implementation. These materials include four one-
page flyers on NLCs, introduced as promotional aides. The flyers speak to key partner groups—
Families, Schools, School Districts and Communities—and encourage each one to take part in the 
development of NLCs.  

The Ministry of Education is pleased to have had the collaborative support of ACEbc and DASH BC in 
creating a framework for NLC Models and Stages of Development. This resource helps schools, 
families and communities visualize NLC progress while taking into account the range of different 
models and complexity of NLC development in areas such as programs and services, staffing, and 
community involvement. Stay tuned to the NLC website as additional resources, including a 
Community Engagement Guide and Shared –Use Agreement Guide, are posted in the coming weeks.  

For more information, please contact Twila Lavender, Policy Analyst, Families First & Community Partnerships, Ministry of Education at 
twila.lavender@gov.bc.ca or www.neighbourhoodlearningcentres.gov.bc.ca. 

NLC UPDATES 

http://www.neighbourhoodlearningcentres.gov.bc.ca/assets/pdf/nlcs_for_families.pdf
http://www.neighbourhoodlearningcentres.gov.bc.ca/assets/pdf/nlcs_for_schools.pdf
http://www.neighbourhoodlearningcentres.gov.bc.ca/assets/pdf/nlcs_for_districts.pdf
http://www.neighbourhoodlearningcentres.gov.bc.ca/assets/pdf/nlcs_for_communities.pdf
http://www.acebc.org/
http://dashbc.org/
http://www.neighbourhoodlearningcentres.gov.bc.ca/
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STRIKING ACCORD: TAKING IT TO THE STREETS 

Last summer Jasmine, Fahlon and their 
Vancouver-based Afro-Mumanzi cohorts Kai 
Buchan, Chris Couto and Theo Vincent hosted 
the well-received, inaugural Afro-Mumanzi 
World Music Camp in Errington, creating the 
junior marimba band, Jangano (‘Alliance’) 
Marimba, in the process. Aimed strictly at a 9-18 
age range, it takes place again this year between 
August 15 and 19, but in the interim the Smiths 
have been deeply involved in two projects of a 
more inter generational nature. 

Initiated by the Arrowsmith Community 
Enhancement Society’s Activity Coordinator, 
Marilynn Sims, and Afro-Mumanzi’s founder, 
mentor and representative, Valerie Dare, “Life is 
a Celebration: Marimba Music for Seniors” 
began in January. A collaboration with the Mid-
Island Pensioners & Hobbyists Association, 
School District 69 and the Smith sisters’ 
Kumbana Marimba ensemble, the overarching 

aim has been to introduce seniors to the 
instrument, via direct involvement from the 
construction of marimbas through classes 
through the founding and debut of a 
performance ensemble. The marimbas are 
modified especially for seniors and will be 
played in public for the first time during the 
second, interlinking project, “Striking Accord: 
Building Community Through Street Music.” 

“Striking Accord is based on a project that was 
done in New York City, where they moved 
(upright) pianos around different parts of the 
city,” Jasmine explains. “So we’re going to do it 
with marimbas, moving them to different 
locations around Qualicum Beach.” The original 
concept Jasmine refers to is “Play Me, I’m 
Yours,” a conceptual ‘live artwork’ dreamed up 
by the brilliant British multidisciplinary artist, 
Luke Jerram. In a nutshell, pianos are left in 
various interesting locations for the public to 
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enjoy; it’s been a huge hit, staged in fifteen further 
cities around the world since March 2008. “Striking 
Accord” will mirror this inspirational, fun idea, 
marimbas being strategically placed around 
Qualicum Beach on June 21-23 and Coombs on June 
24, as a precursory event to Canadian 
Multiculturalism Day on June 27.  

With all activities free, the weekend includes 
workshops conducted by the members of Afro-
Mumanzi, as well as performances in both 
communities by workshop participants, Jangano 
Marimba and most likely the New Horizons seniors 
group. The whole shebang concludes in tail-feather 
shakin’ fashion with a street dance headlined by Afro
-Mumanzi. As the act that closed the Friday night of 
last year’s Islands Folk Festival (at Providence Farm in 
Duncan) to an ecstatic audience of hundreds, these 
kids are more than used to this kind of thing! 

From the evidence of these events alone it is 
apparent how much sterling background work Sims 
and Dare are doing to bring musical and cultural joy 
to the people of this region, but they are delighted to 
see the recognition Jasmine and Fahlon are receiving 
for executing their initiatives with such skill and 
enthusiasm: while they did not scoop the prize, the 
sisters were nominated in the Youth of the Year 
category at Parksville’s 2011 Glassie Awards. Yet they 
remain utterly unaffected by the fuss surrounding 
them, happy to just play and teach music on their 
beloved marimbas. They simply relish any 
opportunity to share what they love with others, 
regardless of age, keen to demonstrate that most 
anyone can do what they do.  
“I think one thing that appeals to a lot of people with 
the marimba is that you can’t really play out of 
tune,” states Fahlon. “And however much or 
however little music experience you have, you can 
just sit down and play. Compared to a lot of 
instruments, it’s really easy to learn.” 
“The only thing people are likely to struggle with is 
getting the right rhythms,” adds her sister. “The 

notes are easy to get, but the rhythms can be 
a bit tricky sometimes. We will be teaching 
some of our simpler songs, but then I’ve never 
come across anyone who can’t get the songs 
within about two minutes!” 
“It’s a lot of fun when we go into schools and 
get to know the kids,” continues Fahlon. “It’s 
nice to see them grow. Some might have 
trouble at school or maybe problems at 
home, but they can come to marimba and 
grow from getting really good at it.” 
“A perfect example of this is a little boy who 
kept saying, ‘I hate this, I hate this, I hate 
this!’” interjects Jasmine. “So I told him that 
it’s okay, you don’t have to be here if you 
don’t want to, there is no pressure. But he 
came around, started to play, and was, like, 
‘Look, I can do it! I can do it!’ That was so fun 
to watch, because he got so into it.” 
I can’t help but have noticed the increase in 

popularity of the ukulele in the last few years 

– everybody’s playing one! I wonder which 

instrument might be next to experience such 

a strong mainstream resurgence? Granted, 

the uke is considerably more portable than 

the marimba, but maybe the marimba’s time 

is nigh? I hope so, as it’s so utterly joyous, but 

if Jasmine and Fahlon Smith have anything to 

do with it, it may not be long before there’s 

one in every Vancouver Island home!  

Written by David Morrison. 

For further information about New Horizons, 

Striking Accord and the Afro-Mumanzi World 

Music Camp, contact Valerie Dare on (250) 

586 6583 or by email at vgdare@gmail.com. 

For information about Afro-Mumanzi visit 

http://afro-mumanzi.com. 

STRIKING ACCORD: TAKING IT TO THE STREETS (CONT’D) 



SUMMER READING LIST 
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Looking for a great read to dive into while you’re at the beach or relaxing in a 
deck chair?  Here are some suggestions from your fellow ACEbc colleagues.  
Happy summer reading! 

 

 

A Framework for 
Understanding Poverty 

Author: Ruby K. Payne 

Turning to One Another: 
Simple conversations to 
restore hope to the future 

Author: Margaret Wheatley 

Theory U:  Leading From the 
Future as it Emerges 

Author: C. Otto Scharmer 

Community: The Structure of 
Belonging 

Author: Peter Block 

The Speed of Trust 

Author: Stephen M.R. Covey 

The Truth About Leadership 

Authors: James M. Kouzes , 
Barry Z. Posner 



 

SUMMER READING LIST (CONT’D) 
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The Art of Possibility: 
Transofrming Professional 
and Personal Life 

Authors: Rosamund Stone 
Zander, Benjamin Zander 

GO Put your Strengths To 
Work 

Author: Marcus Buckingham 

Difficult Conversations: How 
to Discuss What Matters Most 

Authors: Douglas Stone, Bruce 
Patton, Sheila Heen 

NOW, Discover your Strengths 

Authors: Marcus Buckingham, 
Donald Clifton 

The Leader in Me 

Author: Stephen R. Covey 

Walk Out Walk On 

Author: Margaret Wheatley 



 

WE ARE ON THE WEB 

Don’t forget to visit our ACEbc website at www.acebc.org for information and 

updates.    

 

 

Comments, suggestions, feedback? 
Or, if you would like to submit an article for the ACEbc newsletter, please contact: 

 
Taryn Briscoe 

Newsletter Coordinator 
Taryn.Briscoe@sd41.bc.ca 

ACEbc Community Schools Update 

Please keep us up to date!  If you have recently moved or changed your 

contact information, or if the contact information for your site will be 

changing,  please email us at acebc2010@gmail.com so we can keep your 

information current. 

Congratulations and best wishes to Janey Talbot who is 
retiring from the Burnaby School District this year.  Janey has 
been working with the district for many years both as a 
Community School Coordinator and at the District level as 
the Coordinator of Community Education.  She has also been 
a key part in helping to initiate and facilitate many programs 
throughout the District and province including Roots of 
Empathy and Strong Start Centres.  Janey has always held a 
passion for getting to know communities across BC, having 
lived and worked throughout many parts of the province 
including Tumbler Ridge and James Bay.  Although Janey is 
retiring, she remains committed to her role as President of 
ACEbc.  We wish her much happiness as she embarks on 
many exciting travelling, sporting, and grandparenting 
adventures!    
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REGISTRATION FORM 

Name:  _______________________________ School District / School: __________________ 

 

Email: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 

      

City: ______________________________  Postal Code: ______________________ 

Conference registration fees – (Please check the appropriate box) 

 Early bird registration before September 16th  - fee $100 

 Regular registration by October 6th – fee $125 

 Note: registration fee includes dinner on October 20th, breakfast and lunch on October 21st.   

 Please list any dietary restrictions: ______________________________________________ 

 Will you be attending dinner on Thursday, October 20th?    Yes  /   No  

In recognition of the travel expense barriers experienced by some of our more remote community school 
coordinators and in the spirit of support, the ACEbc board has allocated some funds to cover a portion of the 
costs for remote and rural community school coordinators to attend the October 2011 Coordinators’ Retreat in 
Sooke.  To be eligible for support of $100 towards the retreat fees please submit a short paragraph describing 
your community school and tell us about your desire to attend the retreat.  Applications for the subsidy must 
be received by September 16th, 2011. 

Please return your registration form and fees to: 

ACEbc 2011 Retreat c/o Heather Walsh, Community School Coordinator, Edward Milne Community 
School, 6218 Sooke Road, PO Box 1010, Sooke BC V9Z 1J1.  Email: hwalsh@sd62.bc.ca, fax 1-250-
642-7886. 

Accommodation information:  

The retreat will be held at the Prestige Hotel in Sooke.  Rooms will be available for $149.95 +HST per night.  
http://www.prestigehotelsandresorts.com/sooke-prestige-hotel.php 

Next door is the Sooke Harbour Marina Resort condo style accommodations.  Two bedroom units are available 
for $249.00 / night and 3 bedroom units for $289.00 / night.  http://www.sookeharbourmarina.ca/
accommodation.asp 

There are many other accommodation options to choose from that are listed on the Sooke Region Tourism 
Association website: http://www.sooke-portrenfrew.com/accommodations/ 

ACE bc COMMUNITY SCHOOL COORDINATORS’ RETREAT 

October 20th and 21st, 2011 
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